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or metainformation 

is structured data that contains 
information about characteristics 
of other data (objects).

METADATA
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Metadata can be:

descriptive administrative structural

Information about 
the intellectual 
content

e.g. title author, 
date of publication, 
subject, 
description, unique 
identifier

Information to 
support 
management of a 
resource 

e.g. technical 
information on the 
file’s creation and 
format, version, 
copyright 
information, licence

relationships 
between 
components of a 
data object

e.g. chapters in a 
book, files in a data 
set
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This slide deck is part of the Lesson

Fundamentals of Scientific Metadata: 
Why Context Matters 

published on The Carpentries Incubator.

Please cite this presentation as:

Gerlich, S., Strupp, A., Hofmann, V., Sandfeld, S. (2023). 
Fundamentals of Scientific Metadata: Why Context Matters. 
The Carpentries Incubator. DOI: 10.5281/zenodo.10091708

You can find more information about this course on Github.
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